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| Mission
The Great Lakes Naval Museum informs, educates and inspires
Sailors, family members and the public by presenting the history,
diversity, rich tradition and proud heritage of American Naval
service. The Museum uses artifacts, artwork, memorabitlia and in-
teractive exhibits, to tell the story of initial skills training for .~
- Sailors from the early Navy to the present time. The Museum shows
- _how Naval Station, Great Lakes, located in the heartland of the
- United States, has played a unique role for millions of Sailors who
have gone through the "Gateway to the Fleet.” ‘




Great Lakes Naval Museum Foundation

The vision of the Great Lakes Naval Museum is
to enhance and become an integral part of the
training mission of the Naval Service Training
Command, Great Lakes, by instilling in our newest =
Sailors a strong sense of tradition and heritage of 3
naval service in the United States. To realize this
vision, the Museum, with guidance and assistance
from the Foundation, is in the process of
renovating historic Building 42 known as the
“Hostess House,” which will provide visitors with
an interactive, multi-media experience designed
to accomplish the museum'’s goals as set forth in
its mission statement. The Foundation also

envisions this facility will provide the training A |
command with a place of gathering, with sufficient — : ,

space for Command functions, receptions and From all parts of the country, young men and women come
veterans' group reunions. In addition, we are a to Great Lakes to become United States Navy Sailors.

cultural and educational institution dedicated to preserving and sharing our growing historical cqllections and
extensive archives with our members, visitors, and the community. We connect the past to the future so all
generations will understand and appreciate the richness of the United States Navy training and "boot camp.

1978

Leadership and opportunity have provided the basis for a culture that capitalizes on competence.

The Foundation’s goal is to support a museum that emphasizes the quality of Navy training with a
concentration on enlisted training that takes place at Great Lakes. The Museum will visually reflect how Naval
Station, Great Lakes, located in the heartland of America, has played a unique role for millions of Sailors who
have passed through the "Gateway to the Fleet." There will be a focus on: the founding, the history, and the
past and present operation of Naval Station, Great Lakes; the history and role of ethnic diversity in the Naval
Service; the first black enlisted school, the first black officers trained, and the first integrated schools (1944);
and the story of the transition from Civilian to Sailor. Visitors can explore the hist()r?-' of recruit training and
veterans will see the Navy thef/ served juxtaposed against today’s Navy, and they will find a forum in which
to recount their Navy accomplishments.

Today’s Initial Training Experience Emphasis is on the achievement of high standards. Physical - the physical
standards required for shipboard service are acquired with scientifically designed programs. Emotional - the
development of teamwork is critical to the role of a shipmate’s attitude. Cognitive - coursework is strenuous,
schools are accredited, achievement time is significantly less than in the civilian world. Battle Station ‘
Exercises - recruits learn to appreciate their newfound ability to react in conflict and battle situations and
understand this significant change that is the result of their training experience. Although the technical skills
are critical and extensive, Sailors must also be warriors. They must become a part of the Navy Team, capable
of carrying out missions, meeting emergencies, and supporting, defending, and caring for each other.



“I trust my shipmates with my life and know now
they’ll do anything for me.”

Visitors will gain an appreciation for Naval Service by being
ML Al able to explore mission and the operational history of the
Navy, from the American Revolution and the origins of the
U.S. Navy to the War on Terrorism. As well, they will be able to
learn of the dedication and accomplishments of the enlisted
Sailor as the backbone of the Navy through video products
such as “Our Navy’s Story.”
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The Surface Warfare Association’s “Hall of Fame" exhibit will
allow Sailors and museum visitors to explore the stories and
understand the extrodinary accomplishments of Sailors from
the “ Age of Sail” through the War on Terrorism.

Graduation from "Boot Camp" earns the
title, "United States Sailor”
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Historically, women have played a significant but unsung vole in the Navy. Today more than 15% of‘the Navy’s
personnel is comprised of women. It is a story that must be understood and appreciated from the period of the

WAVES of World War Il to today's women Sailors. , ) .
Restoring History for Future Generations



‘ Artist's rendition of one of the display galleries
| B\ focusing on the career options and opportunities provided by the United States Navy's training process,
~ the museum will facilitate an understanding of not only the quality of the training, but the sophistication of

today’s graduate. —-Potential recruits will see the significant role played by today’s Sailor and be able to
recognize the opportunities available.

The building in which the museum is housed has historical
significance. Originally known as the “Hostess House,”
Building 42 was a meeting place for recruits and their families
during WWII. Building 42 was designed by one of America’s
most prominent Modernist architects, Gordon Bunshaft, a
Pritzker Prize-winning architect with the architectural firm of
Skimore, Owings, and Merrill.

The private fundraising campaign seeks to raise funds for
the building construction and for the endowment. The goal
of the Foundation is to raise approximately $15,000,000, for
the purpose of assistance with ongoing renovations of the
historic “Hostess House” and the design and upgrades of the
museum exhibits. v

Please help us continue to preserve the legacy, history and

the spirit of the U.S. Navy and its training "boot camps" by The Hostess House (circa 1942) initially served
making a generous, tax-deductible contribution today to help 4S @ meeting place for recruits finishing Boot
fund the construction of the Great Lakes Naval Museum. Camp and headed for sea duty during WWIL.

Your special contribution today -- the most generous you can afford -- will be used to help us build a world-
class Naval Museum. Please can be assured that a gift of any size will be truly appreciated.

Please make your contribution payable to: Great Lakes Naval Museum Foundation, Post Office Box 886307
Great Lakes, IL 60088-6307. The Great Lake Naval Museum Foundation (GLNMF) is a recognized tax-exempt,
non-profit 501(c)3 organization. Donations to the museum are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.

Location: The Great Lakes Naval Museum is located in Building 42, behind the Welcome
Center on the main side of Naval Base, Great Lakes. Phone Number: (847) 688-3154
The museum is open to the public and there is no admission charge. Group tours

are available by appointment only and large groups must contact the Naval

Service Training Command Public Affairs office at (847-688-2201).

Please visit our web site at: http://www.greatlakesnavalmuseum.org/




